Minutes, Port Norfolk Civic League General Membership Meeting
Thursday, April 7, 2011
Submitted by Sarah Wilson

Board members present:

Doti Parker

Stephanie Herman

Carolyn Wyatt

Sarah Wilson

Erika Nestler

Gail Hoofnagle

Coralie Fagan

John Lifsey

Yvonne DeSiano

Randy Smith

Amy O’Donnell
Treasurer’s report

Total: $1,932.40; League: $1,336.03; Parks: $596.37
Welcome Stephanie Herman, the new VP!

Officer Funkhouser
There’s been a rash of break-ins around Lake Shores and Surry Street, lower end of Douglas and Florida alleys. There have been larcenies and burglaries will go up with the warm weather. More prostitution too. Use your alarm system or get one. Call Officer Funkhouser to get information about home security surveys.
Be sure to report any theft, break-in, suspicious behavior, etc.

Mannie Natal, a locksmith in Port Norfolk, offered his services (MA’s Lockshop) free to anyone in PN. 215-4839.

Speaker

Joyce Seargeant, the Neighborhood and Business Watch Liaison for the Portsmouth Police Department, explained the Neighborhood Watch program. If you get a program going, you must be active even when crime is down. Cradock reduced crime 45% using a NW program.
· You need a planning committee with a designated Coordinator. The committee can be 3 or 4 people.

· Then you get people signed up with the form the Watch program provides.

· Assign block captains.

· You need a means of communication (email, phone, newsletter, meetings).

· Meetings (they don’t have to be monthly)

· We need 35% of the neighborhood to be involved 

· The City’s Planning Dept will give us a map of the neighborhood identifying houses, streets, etc.

· People can be anonymous when they call something in

· Every July the coordinator needs to email Joyce a list of members

· Coordinator and block captains need to go to 2 trainings a year

· Once the NW program is active for 6 months we get 2 signs free. We can buy more.

Speaker

Rodney Grainger, the Director of the Port Norfolk Rec Center, presented about the programs at the Rec Center. 

For kids:

· After school programs (free, anyone can sign up)

· Spring Break and Summer programs ($25, anyone can sign up)

· Evening stretch and grow
For adults:
· Evening yoga

· Personal training

There’s more too. Look online or pick up a quarterly brochure at the rec center. Call Rodney with any questions: 

Welcoming 

Porch Crawl!, Saturday April 16, starting at 4:30. There will be nibbles and beverages at 8 different porches in the neighborhood. $10. It starts at 413 Douglas Avenue. There’ll be a ½ hour at each house.
Welcome packets are ready to be handed out. They include City info, neighborhood info with a welcome letter from Doti, coupons to Stove and the Pizza Box, and league info.

Ways and Means

Neighborhood Clean-up. April 23, 8am at the rec center. Trash bags will be provided.

PoNo Roadshow! May 21, 7:30-12:30. The annual flea market will have an appraiser and crafts.

There’s a flower sale. Order your begonias or impatiens now for delivery at Fountain Park on May 1, 8 to noon, or May 7, 1 to 4pm. Good prices.

Homes Tour

This is our big fundraiser that people look forward to. Let Yvonne know if you have a house to put on the tour!

Parks and Recreation

Heather is in LAS VEGAS! Permanent playdate/kickball is now Sundays at 4pm.

Environmental

Nothing to report this month

Membership
62 members!

Stabliziation

Go through the Historic Preservation Commission if you want exterior changes, repairs, etc.
Porch Talk

Let Sharon know if you have something to put in any issue of Porch Talk, 392-2274. If you haven’t been receiving Porch Talk or you want to help distribute Porch Talk, give Sarah Wilson a call, 392-0312.

We want to start putting pictures of all the homes up on the website. We have the historic district application information and we want to put pictures of the houses with that information.

Webmaster

Check out the new website! Let Randy know if you want something up there, webmaster@portnorfolk.org.
PNES

As of the end of March, the EDA was still waiting to hear back from the developer who was reviewing the revised contract. The next EDA meeting is April 25. At the May meeting there will be a work session to go over concerns about the contract. Check portnorfolk.org for the latest information and savedetroitpark.blogspot.com for previous information.

Old and New Business

Judy will do Yard of the Month.
April 29 there is a Home Improvement Show at Norcom, with vendors appropriate for historic homes.

Open positions: Corresponding Secretary.
Port Norfolk Civic League constitution: If there was one we no longer have it. The board will talk about it.
Does anything happen on the stage at the rec center? Maybe we could do poetry readings.

Bike lanes on Mt. Vernon? Yes. The will be 5 foot wide; in between parking spots and street. On both sides of the street. They want to use a main thoroughfare from London to the bridge. It will hopefully make traffic slow down a bit too, to have the narrower lanes.

VDOT meetings for design of tunnel: in April 2nd paper.

What are the plans for the Portsmouth Marine Terminal? The property is owned by the state. We should ask Doug Smith. Mr. Windley thought it’d be another deep water terminal. That’s too valuable a site to not be used for deep water access. We can contact the Virginia Port Authority in Norfolk.

Steeple to Steeple church tours and lunch on Sat May 7, Olde Towne. $20. Steepletosteeple.com 

Next General Membership Meeting

May 5, 2011

