Minutes, Port Norfolk Civic League General Membership Meeting
Thursday, January 6, 2011
Submitted by Sarah Wilson

Board members present:

Phil DeSiano (welcome home!)

Doti Parker

Cate Harrison

Sarah Wilson

John Lifsey

Gail Hoofnagle

Amy O’Donnell
Sharon Rich

Heather McVey

Call to order
Pledge of Allegiance

Speaker

New officers sworn in by Councilman Paige D. Cherry. Officers: President, Dorothy Parker; Vice President Catherine Harrison; Recording Secretary, Sarah Wilson. Not present: Treasurer, Carolyn Wyatt. Judy Higgins has resigned from the Corresponding Secretary position but Sarah will do whatever correspondence needs to be done. 

Mr. Cherry stayed and had an informal conversation with us. He was voted in May 2010 and took his position in July 2010. He let us know that he thinks very highly of the Port Norfolk Civic League’s focus on neighborhood concerns and our tenacity. He was asked if being on council was what he expected. Yes, it has been. He appreciates learning from his colleagues who have been on council for a while and he is glad to bring in a new, fresh perspective. He thinks public participation is a good thing. He said a good thing in the works is the sale of the civic center parking lot and another site on the waterfront. These sites will be developed into luxury apts. Paige’s vision is to have it such that people can come home at night and not have to get in their car to go to eat, get groceries, etc. , so people can come home and really appreciate being downtown and spend their time there.
He said budget cuts from the state are going to be a big issue. BIG issue.

Transportation issues discussed too: 164 connector to 664(?) and how public buses stop running at 6pm. Paige said that budget hearings are coming up; please come down to these public hearings and speak about these issues so council knows where money needs to go. These public hearings will be posted on the city’s website (portsmouthva.gov) and in the paper. 

Officer Gilmore

Lock your windows. Don’t leave your car running without you in it. Two kids were caught busting up laundry units. It seems they were responsible for other burglaries in the area since it seems that such activity has stopped since they were caught.

This is Officer Gilmore’s last meeting. He is being transferred to Cradock. Officer Kelly Funkhouser will be our new officer. She will start on Saturday January 8. Chris will ride around with her and be in touch with her. Chris said that he’s been in Port Norfolk almost seven years and that he’s loved it and the work has made a difference here. Applause. THANK YOU CHRIS! I will send him a card.

Minutes from last meeting

No minutes from December’s meeting because it was the potluck. Amy’s casserole was particularly good.
Treasurer’s Report
Carolyn was sick. No report.
Welcoming

No update

Membership
A lot of new members tonight! Membership is for the calendar year so it’s time to renew. Remember that the $5 goes to printing Porch Talk which is an important thing!
Recreation
Welcome Heather McVey!

Environment
open

CAR/Stabilization Report
Trying to keep the neighborhood historic. Rules are for the exterior of your home. We will bring the official Guidelines to the meetings for people to look at. Call John Lifsey or Jocelyn Adumuah in Planning (393-8836, ext. 4203) with questions. 

Ricky Sample, our Code Enforcement Officer, was present. He said that his department is now working in teams. His team includes Ms. Thorn and Ms. Koch. He will be spending two weeks in our neighborhood. He would like any information people may have about the dumping that’s going on in the field between the 400 and 500 block of Douglas. Dump trucks are entering from the 500 block and dumping on Mr. Martins’ land. Please call him at 393-8522 ext. 4253 with information.
Parks

open

Porch Talk

Great first issue Sharon! It was asked if the annual fundraiser for the HER shelter in early February can be placed as a notice in Porch Talk—Yes! If anyone wants to volunteer to deliver Porch Talk or be an alternate please contact Sarah Wilson, 392-0312—thank you Rhonda on Mt. Vernon, Kimberly Deerfield, and Paul McGrath!
Homes Tour
No update
Webmaster

open

Ways and Means
Annual May flea market will be the PoNo Roadshow! Mulch delivered to your house fundraiser. John Lifsey will help with. This will be with Norfolk County Feed and Seed.
PNES
Agencies are being contacted because this is not a good place to put homes (to say the least). Wish list: a lawyer.
Old Business
No old business

New Business
New home owners: PHRA and Virginia HA have classes for new home owners. So does the UP Center on Airline Boulevard.
Neighborhood Watch: guidelines are now less strict. Should we dedicate a civic league meeting to having the director of Neighborhood Watch come talk to us and figure out if we want to do this? Some people expressed interest and John Higgins will help organize it. The manual will be emailed to a few people.
Next General Membership Meeting

February 3, 2011

