Minutes, Port Norfolk Civic League General Membership Meeting
Thursday, June 2, 2011
Submitted by Sarah Wilson

Board members present:

Doti Parker

Stephanie Herman

Carolyn Wyatt

Sarah Wilson

John Lifsey

Coralie Fagan

Gail Hoofnagle

Heather McVey

Randy Smith

Erika Nestler

Treasurer’s report

Forgot the books at home—but remembered the babysitting money!
Officer Funkhouser
She is on a task force right now but there are others helping her with Port Norfolk. Still call her. There are bike patrols in PN of 2 officers, 8-4:30 or 5pm. 
Resident said thanks for the quick response when her child was hit by a car. Another resident asked about speed bumps. The city said it won’t put speed bumps in. 

Kelly’s working on getting 4-way stop signs at Cleveland and Chautauqua and other intersections; moving parking 40-50 feet back from (some?) intersections; cutting down trees blocking visibility of stop signs. If parking is moved back from intersections then the folks who live on the corners will no longer have parking right in front of their homes.

Lake Shores is having a lot of burglaries. They want to start up a civic league.

If you see anything suspicious, call and try and take a picture. 

Kelly’s email is funkhouserk@portsmouthva.gov.

Speaker

Our speaker was the education coordinator from the Elizabeth River Project which stewards the river.  The Elizabeth River is an urban, industrialized river. It is the second busiest for imports. We need to clean the river up. So much run off has caused algae blooms that cause fill kills because the algae uses up the oxygen. The Project has won many awards. www.elizabethriver.org. The organization’s office is at High Street Ferry Landing.
The Learning Barge, the hands-on science program/floating classroom for kids, is going to be at HarborFest; come aboard for free! Limited seating to watch the fireworks from the Learning Barge. Let ERP know if we want LB to dock at PN.

Another program is River Star Homes, which promotes greener homes. It outlines 7 things households can do to take better care of the river. If you enroll, you get a flag. See ERP’s website for the 7 things you can do and more information.

Welcoming 

The Porch Crawl was great. Let’s do it again in September or October! Please let Erika know if you are interested in having your porch involved in a future crawl.  
Membership
81 members! Membership is only $5 and this goes to Porch Talk.

Recreation

Sunday July 10, 3pm, will be a summer celebration, with field day games, like egg toss and 3-legged race, and a potluck. Bring a chair, your inner kid, and a dish to pass. Fountain Park.

Playdates and kickball at 4pm Sundays at Fountain Park. 

Environmental

Thank you to Pastor Connie for planting the flower at the filled-in dumping site on Douglas. 

Coralie explained the process of environmental. If she registers a complaint to city hall (about yards, peeling paint and hazards), they inspect the site, they notify the citizen, then, if the citizen hasn’t cleaned up the situation, the city cleans it up and charges the resident.

Stabliziation

Call Jocelyn in Planning (393-8836) if you want to make exterior changes. She will let you know if your project can be approved over the phone or if you need to attend a Historic Preservation Commission meeting.
Homes Tour

We have three homes.

Parks

There is an opening for this position, or it can be two positions, one for each park.

Porch Talk

Looks great! Let Sharon know if you want something in Porch Talk.

Website

Looks great! Let Randy know if you want something on the website.

Ways and Means

PoNo Roadshow was a real hit, particularly the appraiser! Thank you Amy!

There will be a neighborhood cleanup in conjunction with Clean the Bay Day at Reflection Walk, 9am Saturday. [Check yourself for ticks if you are out and about in tall grasses. . . ]
PNES

City Council voted 5-2 to approve the contract between the EDA and Hulls Creek Properties. Councilmen Cherry and Edmonds voted against the contract. The ad hoc committee will decide if it is going to stay intact to monitor city process, try and get oversight organizations involved, etc. Check portnorfolk.org for the latest information and savedetroitpark.blogspot.com for previous information.

Portsmouth Walks

Keisha was there and said an update would be sent out the week of June 6. I think she said she’s going to contact people interested in pedestrian counts or route assessment. She’ll be in touch with those interested in helping plan a community kick-off event.

Old Business

Neighborhood Watch group will meet after the general meeting.
New Business

You can report street light outages via the city’s website.

Interested in having a kayak launch at the waterfront? Let Heather know your ideas. We talked about a walkover and having notification board with low and high tides (since the water is very far out at low tide). Heather said she’s interested in having notice boards in the neighborhood anyways.

Walt brought up the new paper distribution center going in to PMT. What about light impact, rerouting cement trucks off Chautauqua and the RR crossing? It was motioned and seconded that Walt will be in touch with the Port Authority with the blessing of the civic league.

SEE YOU AT THE PARK ON JULY 10!
Next General Membership Meeting

August 4, 2011

